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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THIRTIETH LEGISLATURE, 2019 
STATE OF HAWAII 

898 H.B. NO. s . D . ~  

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the board of health 

was originally intended to serve as an advisory panel to the 

director of health. However, given the current breadth and 

complexity of public health issues and prominent guidance from 

federal programs, the legislature, and the private sector, the 

board of health has been rendered obsolete and no longer adds 

value to department of health operations. 

The legislature further finds that the board of health has 

been historically difficult to fill and currently has no 

members. 

reflect the reality of decision making at the department of 

health and would reduce the administrative burden on the 

department. 

Abolishing the board of health would more accurately 

The purpose of this Act is to abolish the board of health. 

SECTION 2 .  Section 10-41, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (a) to read as follows: 
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1 I1(a) The training required by this part shall apply to 
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members of the land use commission, board of land and natural 

resources, commission on water resource management, 

environmental council, board of directors of the agribusiness 

development corporation, board of agriculture, legacy land 

conservation commission, natural area reserves system 

commission, - and Hawaii historic places review board[, zr:d bozrd 

&+hea&&I . I 1  

SECTION 3. Section 26-13, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (a) to read as follows: 

"(a) The department of health shall be headed by a single 

executive to be known as the director of health. 

[There Z h 2 I - l  be, .;,.ith.ir: t h e  dcp2rtment of hezl th,  zn 

adXz:ory bczrd tc be !<r,;>wr, z z  t h e  So2rd of hezlth, .;;h1ek; shzll 

**"rlzc t he  d 1 r e e t c r  cf he2lth or: tuztterz W l t h l r ,  t he  j u r l z d l e t l c a  

cf t h e  dcpzrtmcEt :of hezlth. The b--rd of hezl tk ;  z h - l l  eo- 

cf elc-;cr, VSt lE3 F?IemheTs zppclnted b;. the  r;c-.Fe3%or 2 Z  pro-"-ld& 
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shzll scr-;e v;:lthout eaRpcns2t2on but 3h2,ll be re1-e for 

cxpe=scs , xelHd2n: tr2,vcl cxpenzcc , n c c e ~ z r y  for thc 

~ex-forL,Lzxc of thclr duties. I 

The department shall administer programs designed to 

protect, preserve, care for, and improve the physical and mental 

health of the people of the State. Without limit to the 

generality of the foregoing, the programs shall include the 

administration and enforcement of matters and laws of public 

health of the State, including the state hospital, but excluding 

assistance and care for the indigent and the medically 

indigent. 

SECTION 4. Section 321-5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending subsection (c) to read as follows: 

"(c) As used in this section, unless the text clearly 

otherwise indicates: 

"Hawaii personnel" means public health nurses, sanitary 

officers, and medical officers. 

"Health department" means the [bezrd of hczltk: , I department 

of health[, president of t h e  bszrd of hezl th  , I  or other public 

authority authorized by law to administer or administering the 

public health laws of any state. 
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1 llStatell means any state or territory of the United States, 

2 

3 SECTION 5. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

4 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

5 SECTION 6. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

or county or municipality of any such state or territory.Il 
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Report Title: 
Board of Health; Department of Health 

Description: 
Abolishes the Board of Health. ( S D 1 )  

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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